
SHCA Board Meeting Minutes April 9, 2013 

Present: Andy Lochrie, Pauline Borkon, Jacqueline Waiters, Ed Halligan, Sue Macqueen, 

Monica Calkins, Lee Huang, Michael Shashaty, Pam Williams, Mark Wagenveld, Brett Feldman, 

Barry Grossbach, Andy Cole, Judy Powers, Matt Wolfe, Marie McCullough. (16, 64%) 

Absent:  Bob Behr, Monica Ferguson, Ann Froehling, Lee Gayle, Rich Guffanti, Justin McDaniel,  

Elain Nelson, Eric Santoro, Mark Young. 

Minutes taken by Marie: Counting raffle tickets began at 7:30. Meeting began at 8 p.m. 

Guest Speaker:  

Karen Stachelek, parent from St. Mary’s Nursery School, 40th and Locust, described the 

daycare and after-school program at St. Mary’s. She requested a donation for the annual 

school fundraiser “Spring for Our School.” Donors are listed in the show brochure. The money 

would go toward renovations of the parish hall where the children play. 

After she left, there was discussion of how much to give and the board concluded that we 

should give no more than we gave to PIC. Judy said she would see whether the amount was 

$150 or $200. Marie made a motion that SHCA donate to St. Mary’s the same amount as to 

PIC. Motion was seconded and passed. 

March minutes were approved. 

Committee updates: 

Andy L said more than 300 people attended the AVI meeting hosted by Cedar Park and SHCA 

at Univ of the Sciences. 

Rich Guffanti’s report was read by Judy. (His summary is copied at the end of the minutes.) 

Membership: Lee Huang said the committee met and it proposes offering one-year free 

memberships to drum up new members. The offer would be publicized through UC Review, 

Philly Local blog, at the Mayfair, in email blasts, on Facebook, etc.  In conjunction with this, the 

committee wants to print new window stickers with the SHCA logo.  

Lee made two motions, both of which were passed: Free one-year memberships will be 

offered and publicized. And new stickers will be made. 



Education: Monica Calkins reported she has volunteered as a community member on the 
currently forming Penn Alexander School Advisory Council. (The school district has said all 
schools should have a council.) The PSD said that the election for the parent slots on the 
Council will occur shortly. 

Lea Elementary School has not yet announced who the principal will be. The school and 

supporters are hoping to raise money for a playground. Mark W. said that the Wilson 

Elementary playground that SHCA helped create is now the district’s property and that moving 

the equipment to Lea would not save much money because of installation and foundation 

costs. 

Zoning: Barry Grossbach said the Trust and Board will meet on April 23 to hear a presentation 

on the zoning code “visioning” report. 

He updated the status of 40th and Market project:  The tax credit for Section 8 housing there 

has expired.  Scott Mazo has been trying to acquire the property from Altman Brothers, the 

owners, with no success to date. He wants to erect office towers. 



Barry also explained the complicated, evolving situation involving the 43rd and Baltimore 

project. Here is his report: 

I mentioned that this project is the first of its kind in the city under the new code. 
Everyone is struggling to decipher parameters of what is required and when. To make 
sure that we were on solid ground in deciding not to pursue a meeting within the 45 day 
time frame I spent a good portion of 'Wednesday talking with zoning attorneys and city 
officials. It turns out that with a "conditional zoning permit" the countdown down does 
not begin until the applicants request "permanent "zoning. Once they do they must 
contact the appropriate RCO within 7 days and request a meeting. Asking for permanent 
zoning indicates a determination to go to design review. A "conditional" zoning permit is 
good for 1 year. So, no meeting is either required or necessary at this point. When and if 
the developers or property owners decide to proceed to permanent status and design 
review, we will be notified and empowered to call a meeting for presentation of the 
project by the applicants. That ruling comes directly from the chief zoning attorney for 
the Zoning Reform Commission. As a point of information--the 45 day rule was 
instituted on behalf of the developers. The great fear was that without a defined time 
limit for response some RCOs could sit for years without responding--either to prevent a 
project from advancing or because the RCO is not well organized. Now that the city 
seems to have recognized about two billion RCOs the fun is just beginning. 

I have encouraged the development team to get cracking in setting up a meeting. David 

Brubaker is monitoring the project website that they are developing, and he is working with 

them on the "forum component" for community input that will have safeguards. I will 

compose statements for posting in the Review and community lists over the weekend. I'm just 

waiting for the website to be up, which we hope will be by the end of this week or early next 

at the latest. 

After the discussion, Andy Cole made the following motion, which was seconded and passed: 

Moved: "That Barry Grossbach is instructed to write an article or letter to be 

distributed via local media explaining the current situation of the proposed development 

at 43rd and Baltimore and that to facilitate as far as Barry deemed advisable, any 

meetings between the developers and the community." 

 

Prior to a vote, Matt Wolfe amended the motion to clarify that the SHCA would not hold an 

immediate community meeting on the original pre-approved design (as new RCEO rules say is 

possible) and would instead make an alternate plan the subject of community meetings with 

the developers.  



The amendment was accepted and Andy Lochrie, as president, then called for a vote and the 

matter was passed with Matt Wolfe voting against the motion. 

The meeting adjourned around 9:45 pm. 

Communications: 
Website:   
a] Ten percent of our members have used the website payment system.  
b] To date there is no blog/Word Press component.   
c] Until further notice, requests for a web post should be directed to David Brubaker.   
d] We get 265 + 100 visits a month.  Its highest was last month at 363.   
e] We have 189 Facebook Likes an increase of 15 since Last Month. 
Email:   
a] The email list continues to grow.  The major source of new contacts may be from Eric  
     Santoro's email to PAS parents.  There are 388 on the list, and it is growing at 6 per month.   
b] The board's use of automated email is stable at 14 per month. 
Membership Database:   
a] The database is cleaned up monthly.  Members whose dues are more than a  
     year out of date are removed.  Email and snail mail reminder notices are sent.   
b] Currently of our 267 members 26% are past due and 60% are due in 2014 or later.   
c] Total membership has remained stable at 271 + 10 

d] The following board members have expired memberships. 
     WOLFE (11/20/12), McDANIEL (12/30/12), WILLIAMS (12/30/12), FELDMAN (04/04/13) 


